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SUBJ:	 MEETING WITH PRES • YAHYA DECEMBER 1 2

REF:	 STATE 2227031: STATE 22326 6

1 .	 I MET WITH PRES. YAHYA KHAN IN HIS RESIDENCE A T

I030 HRS LOCAL DECEMBER 12. THE FOREIGN SECRETARY ,
SULTAN KHAN, WAS PRESENT DURING THE ENTIRE MEETING .

THE PRESIDE N T APPEARED TIRED AND SOMEWHAT STRAINE D,
BUT EXHIBITED MORE MORALE THAN I WOULD HAVE ANTICIPATED .

2. THE CONVERSATION BEGAN WITH A GENERAL DISCUSSION O F

THE MILITARY SITUATION IN BOTH EAST AND WEST PAKISTA N.
THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT PAKISTANI TROOPS HAD BEE N

FORCED BACK TOWARD AND INTO DACCA, WHERE, UNLESS A

CEASEFIRE WAS AGREED UPON, THEY WOUL D HAVE TO STAGE A

LAST-DITCH DEFENSE.  IN WEST PAKISTAN, HE SAID, TH E

GENERAL SITUATION . WAS STATIC, ALTHOUGH THEY HAD E X-

PERIENCED SEVERAL LIMITED SUCCESSES IN KASHMIR . H E

ADDED THAT THE AIR FORCE CONTINUED TO QTE SERV E

MAGNIFICENTLY UNQTE .

3. MOVING TO THE SUBJECT OF A CEASEFIRE, I THE N

REFERRED TO STATE REFTEL 223266 (ALSO REPORTED ISLAMABA D

12355), AND ASKED YAHYA IF HE COULD GIVE ME AN EXPLIAN A-

TION WHY GENERAL FAMAN AL' S CEASEFIRE OFFER HAD BEE N

REPLACED BY LESS COMPREHENSIVE OFFER FROM GOVERNOR MALIK .
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THE PRESIDENT, AFTER LOOKING HARD AT THE FOREIG N
SECRETARY, SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN A BREAKDOWN O F
COMMUNICATIONS AND APPARENTL Y SOME QTE GENERAL MI SUNDE R-
STANDINGS UNQTE . HE ADDED THAT THE FOREIGN SECRETAR Y
WAS RECTIFYING THIS SITUATION. (THIS MATTER HAD OBVIOUSL Y
FLAPPED AND FURTHER INQUIRES SEEMED INAPPROPRIATE . )

4 .	 ALSO ON THE MATTER OF A CEASEFIRE, I ASKED YAHYA I F
HE WOULD CARE TO GIVE ME HIS VIEW THEREON. YAHYA SAI D
THAT HE WAS PREPARED TO DO QTE ANYTHING REASONABLE UNDE R
THE CIRCUMSTANCES UNQTE. HE WENT ON TO SAY THA T TODAY' S
PAKISTAN TIMES CARRIED A FOREIGN OFFICE SPOKESMAN' S
STATEMENT QTE THAT PAKISTAN HAD ACCEPTED THE GENERA L
ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION IN ITS TOTALITY UNQTE.  HE ADDE D
THAT, IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT 104 NATIONS HA D
SUPPORTED THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION, PRESUMABL Y
THIS POSITION SHOULD BE CONSIDERED A REASONABLE ONE •

5. CONVERSATION CONCLUDED WI T H MY STATEMENTS THAT W E

WOULD LIKE TO BE HELPFUL VIS- A- VIS THE UN WITH COMMUNICA - .
TIONS, AND OTHERWISE TO DO WHAT WE-CAN TO BRING ABOUT A N
END TO THE CONFLICT AND TO PRESERVE PAKISTAN TERRITORIA L
INTEGRITY AND ARMED FORCES IN THE WEST .
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